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Thus faith the Lord, For, three Tranſpreſſuons f 
Edom, and for four, I will not turn away the 
Puniſhment thereof : becauſe he did purſue his 
Brother with the Sword, and did caſt off all Pity, 
and bis Anger did tear perpetually, and kept his 
Wrath for ever, Amos 1. 11. 


Man the Truth to his Neightour : And execute 
the Fudgment of Truth, and Peace in your Gates : 
And let none of you imagine evil in your Hearts 
777% his Neigbbour; and love no falſe Oath: 
For all theſe are things that I hate, ſaith the Lord, 
Zech. viii. 16, 17. 
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JAMES iii. 16. 


For where Envying and Strife is, there 
zs Confuſion, and every evil Work. 


HE Unchriſtian and Illegal Execution 
of KING CuarLss I. being, at 
this Seaſon, the common Subject of 
Convetſation, and the Occaſion of 
many warm and bitter Declamations 

in our Publick Churches, I could not think of 

any Text more fit to be inſiſted on, or more 
likely to gain your Attention, than this. 

And, methinks, the Confuſion of thoſe dreadful 
Times, and the evil Works which followed upon 
the Envyings and Contentions then prevailing, 
ſhould be a ſufficient and continual Warning to 

after-Ages not to fall into the like Animoſities. 

The Chapter, out of which the Words I have 

read to you are taken, begins with a Caution, 

that intimates there were ſome who ſet up for 

Maſters and Teachers of others, whole diſorderly 

Spirits and Behaviour wanted a great deal of Cor- 

rection. And who, by aſſuming the Place of Lead- 

ing Men, made their Offences the more remark- 
able, and ſtood expoſed to greater Condemna- 
tion, After which follows ſuch a Deſcription 
of the Tongue, when an ill Uſe is made of 
it, that I cannot forbear reading it, with a ſhort 

Paraphraſe, to you; and [ believe you will hard- 

ly forbear apply ing it to ſome others. 

The Tongue 1s a little Member, and boaſteth great 
things; mightily exalting it ſelf by its great Per- 
formances. Behold how great a Matter a little Fire 
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kindleth : And the Tongue is as a Fire, a World of 
Tniquity is kindled by it. 

So is the Tongue amongſt our Members, as Fire 
among Wood *, it defileth, ſpots or blackens, 
the whole Body, and ſetteth on Fire the Courſe of Na- 
ture, or the Succeſſion of Men in the World, and 
it is ſet on Fire of Hell, | 

It reſembles Fire alſo in this, that when 
it hath once got the maſtery, it cannot eaſily be 
ſubdued and extinguiſh'd : For every kind of Beaſts, 
and of Birds, and of Serpents, and things in the Sea, 
is tamed, and hath been tamed by Mankind. But 
the Tongue, of another, can no Man tame; it is an 
unruly Evil, and, like the Serpents juſt menti- 
oned, full of deadly Poyſon. Therewith bleſs we 
God, even the Father of us all ; and therewith curſe 
we Men, which are made after the Similitude of God. 
Out of the ſame Mouth proceedeth Bleſſing and Curſing : 
Words pretending to honour God, whilſt all 
manner of uncharitable Cenſures and Curſes are 
pronounced againſt thoſe that bear his Image. 

Well might the Apoſtle add, My Brethren, theſe 
things ought not ſo to be. For doth a Fountain ſend 
fink at the ſame Place, ſweet Water and bitter? 
Can the Fig- tree bear Olive-berries, or a Vine Figs? 
Surely no; and, if Nature produceth no ſuch 
2 Fruits, much leſs ſnould Grace produce 
things fo extreamly oppoſite as are Bleſſing and 
Curling. 

Now the great Occaſion of all this, is a falſe 
Eſteem which Men are apt to have of themſelves 
and their own Wiſdom ; St. Fames therefore, in 
the x3th Verſe, ſhews, wherein true Wiſdom con- 
fiſts. And in the 14th Verſe he tells us, that 


* See Dr, W hitby's Faraphraſe throughout the whole of this 
Paſſage. | 
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where there is an envious and contentious Temper, 
there is no reaſon for any to glory of their Wiſ- 

dom; and that whoever ſhould do ſo, boaſted of 
what they had not, and lyed againſt the Truth, It 
ſeems indeed to be allowed, that ſuch Manage- 
ment, as ariſes from a prevailing Diſ-eſteem of 
others, and a ſecret Uneaſineſs at every thing 
that is good in them, or poſſeſſed by them, ex- 
citing many warm and violent Contentions, may 
gain the Reputation of Wiſdom in the World: 
But then the 15th Verſe expreſly aſſures us, that 
ſuch Wiſdom do's not deſcend from above, but is earth- 
ly, ariſing from a Love of earthly Things; ſen- 
ful, proceeding from the Luſts and Corruptions 
of the Fleſh; yea deviliſh, coming from Satan the 
Promoter of Strife and Envy; and from Pride 
and Ambition, by which he fell. And then, in 
the Words of the Text, he proves ſuch Wiſdom 
to be from ſuch an Original, by the Fruits and 
Effects of it: Inſtead of Peace and Holineſs, which 
are the Product of heavenly Wiſdom ; that which 
works by Envy and Strife, brings Confuſion, and 
all manner of Wickedneſs. 


I ſhall here take occaſion, I. Briefly to explain 
theſe ſeveral Expreſſions. II. Confirm the Truth 


of this Aſſertion. III. Draw ſome Inferences 
from it. 


I. I ſhall explain, as briefly as I can, theſe ſe- 
veral Expreſſions, Envying, Strife, Confuſion, and 
every evil Work. 

By Envy is meant an uneaſineſs in a Man's 
Spirit, arifing from the Goodneſs or Happineſs 
of another that he diſlikes ; whereby he is put 
upon doing all he can to injure and moleſt him. 
The envious Man is one that is fired with an un- 


juſt 
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juſt and intemperate Zeal againſt his Brother. 
The Greek Word here tranſlated Envying, Za, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, is Zeal, which is frequently 
uſed in a bad Senſe *: And, I am ſure, has often 
ſhewn it ſelf in a very ill manner. The Object 
of Envy is ſometimes the Rich, the Great, the 
Honourable: And it muſt be acknowledged, 
that even good Men are too apt to look with un- 
eaſineſs on the outward Proſperity and. Ad- 
vantages of the Wealthy, and the Promotion of 
ſome in the World. But where the Spirit be- 
comes moſt reſtleſs and enflam'd, it is when the 
publickly uſeful, pious, and vertuous Man is et up 
as the Object of envious Thoughts and Deſigns. 
The Fame and Advantages of Religion are 
{ſtrongly coveted by theſe who have no liking at 
all to the Practice of it. 

This feveriſh and rankerous Diſtemper of Mind 
muſt neceſſarily produce Strife. It creates a great 
many Struggles and Diſorders in a Man's own 
Breaſt: And it raiſes warm Contentions with 
others. The Word here rendered Strife, may 
include all kind of eager Debates, and reproach- 
ful, reflecting Expreſſions, in Converſation; as 
alſo downright Quarrels in Mens acting againſt 
one another: And an unreafonable Frowardneſs 
and Stiffneſs in their Carriage during fuch Oppo- 
ſitions. Thus Magiſtrates have ſometimes been 
ſtriving by Perſecution ; and Subjects by Rebel- 
lion; and equal Powers, by all manner of Vio- 
lence, have been endeavouring to ſubdue one 
another. And as we read of a ſtriving unto 
Blood, in the Cauſe of Chriſt; ſo we have In- 
ſtances of Mens ſtriving unto Blood, in their 
oppoſing of it. 
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The next thing mentioned, is Confuſion ; the 
Margin reads it Tumult. By Contention and 
Party Heats, all is thrown into Diſorder ; and 
Men are hurried to all kind of lawleſs and tu- 
multuary Proceedings. No regular impartial 
Sentiments can then take place ; but Good and 
Evil are confounded ; Juſtice and Mercy loft ; 
and nothing is conſulted but the gratifying Mens 
Paſſions and Reſentments. And tho' there may 
be here and there a Man that maintains his Re- 
ligion, Humanity and Integrity, and would be 
glad to bring things into order again, Plat, xi 
yet, when the Foundations are deſtroyed, * fy 
what can the Righteous do? When the 
Pillars of Government are ſhaken, and thoſe who 
ſhould ſupport and ſtrengthen them, are carried, 
either by Spleen or Ambition, to break in upon 
all the ſtanding Rules of Truth and Juſtice ; 
What Words can deſcribe the Confuſions that 
muſt ariſe from hence? All is unhing'd and 
unſettled, and the generality of People are driven 
to and fro, as Power, Intereſt, Pride, any thing, 
but Principle, leads them. 


So that laſtly, Every evil Work aboundeth. 3 


When Contentions prevail, nothing is then regard- 
ed but the Pa AT Men are of: All Kinds of 
Wickedneſs are then committed every where; 
and the very worſt of Crimes are conniv'd at, if 
not encourag'd, by thoſe who ſhould puniſh 
them. The = loſes its Force, and Religion 
loſes it Awe, and Men are left to act as they 
pleaſe. And from the Heart of Man, eſpecially 
in ſuch a State of Things, proceed Murders, Adul- 
teries, Fornications, Thefts, Falſe-witneſs, Rlaſpbe- 
mies: All which Evils are then commiced with 
greedinels. 
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II. I ſhall now offer ſomething to confirm the 
Truth of this Aſſertion, that where Envying and 
Strife is, there will be ſuch Confuſion, and every evil 
Work. 

x. This is evident from the Nature and Reaſon 
of the Things themſelves. As an envious, conten- 
tious Diſpoſition ſpreads and heightens, it has a 
natural Tendency both to ſpoil Mens Judgments, 
and to corrupt their Manners. They catch at 
every thing that may cheriſh their III- will; and 
look ſour even upon the beſt and moſt commen- 
dable Behaviour of thoſe they are reſolved to be 
againſt: Nay, ſuch is the Nature of this Vice, 
that the Better a Man really is, the more diſplea- 
ſing ſhall he prove to his invidious Neighbour. 
Yea, he will rather be wicked, and defend his 
Wickedneſs, than ſhow any Agreement, or do 
any thing that looks like Conformity to the en- 
vy'd Perſon. 

So that if any Converſation, or ſeeming Cor- 
reſpondence is maintained, it muſt needs be very 
painful and uneaſy, continually Miſunderſtand- 
ing, and ſadly Miſrepreſenting all that paſſes. 

But as ſuch Converſation cannot hold long, 
ſo tis no ſooner broke off, but Men are fer art 
ſuch a Diſtance from one another, that they 
preſently loſe the Remembrance of what was 
agreeable in each other, and only retain their 
Diſguſts ; which puts em upon improving every 
thing they can to each others Detriment. | 
_ Hereupon, Jealouſy and Imagination ſuggeſts 
things that never were; and ſuſpects things that 
are never like to be; and gives the moſt perverſe 
Turns to things that have been, or that really are. 
By theſe means a Race of new and ſtrange Crea. 
tures are brought into the World; and when by 
N monſtrous 
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monſtrous Deſcriptions a ſufficient Odium and 
Hatred is excited, then truly, certain Men, 
upon occaſion, are to be pointed at as the Crea- 
tures ſpoke of, and muſt be treated accordingly z 
tho?, at the ſame time, they are the furtheſt from 
Being what they are Reported. | 

But now this wicked Temper ſupporting it 
ſelf by Lyes, and calling in the Help of every 
falſe Tongue, it creates a greater Firmneſs and 
Reſolution in thoſe who ſee and know the Fal- 
ſhood of ſuch as oppoſe them. And there is 
nothing more enrages or provokes Men, than to 
have things utterly falſe laid to their Charge. 

The next ſtep therefore is, for both Parties to 
fly to Power and Authority; mutually endea- 
vouring to bear down and ſuppreſs each other. 
And if it ſo happen, that ſometimes one, and 
ſometimes the other ſeems favour'd and regarded, 
their Spirits become ſtill more envenom'd and 
exaſperated againſt one another, by their alter- 
nate Fall and Riſe. But if Authority intirely 
ſides with one, ſo as to ſeek the utter Subverſion 
and Ruin of the other, even Self-defence will 
put Men upon dangerous and deſperate Attempts: 
or poflibly Juſtice and Heaven may take part 
with the oppreſſed, whilſt the Powers on Earth 
eſpouſe a Cauſe that makes them Oppreſſors: 
or ſometimes, it may be, the Ruling Powers are 
ſplit, and engag'd in different Intereſts: In all 
which Caſes, during the Continuance of ſuch 
Struggles, there muſt be unſpeakable Confuſion 
and Diſorders. So that as far as this appears to 
be a juſt Account of the Proceedings of Envy 
and Strife, the natural and neceſſary Conſequence 
is Tumult, and every evil Work. 


2. This 
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2. This is appointed and fix'd by the juſt Fudg- 
went of God. Such Sins carry their Puniſhmenc 
along with them: And ſince God has thus con- 
nected them by expreſly declaring, that where 
Exvying and Strife is, there 3s Confuſion, and every 
evil Work; tis in vain for Men to think of ſepa- 
rating them. iw » Rift 

He that gives way to ſuch Vices, or thinks to 
make a ſafe Uſe of them, by encouraging or 
cheriſhing them in Any, to ſerve Purpoſes of 
State, muſt act the Politician to the utmoſt, and 
to a degree that never any Man has yet been able 
to do, if he either preſerve himſelf or others from 
the miſerable Conſequences of ſuch prevailing 
Envy and Contention. It will not always ſhew 
it ſelf in ſuch a Manner, or fix upon thoſe Ob- 
jects which it may be directed to; but preſently 
turns wild and uncontrolable, and many times 
runs with greateſt Violence upon the firſt Exciters 
and Promoters of it. no ting 0029 
ITis certain, that where Envying and Strife 
is, the God of Peace and Order withdraws; and 
ſo, both in their Thoughts and Conduct, Men 
are left to continual Miſtakes and Irregularities; 
and their Hearts are left to harden more and 
more to their on Deſtruction. Every grateful, 
tender, juſt, and pious Sentiment is overpower'd. 
And the very means whereby Men ſhould be re- 
covered, and brought to their right Mind, they 
are prejudic'd againſt. So that being judicially 
deſerted and blinded, ſeeing they ſee; but do not per- 
ceive ; and hearing they bear, but do not underſtand : 
what they ſee and hear has no proper Effect and 
Influence upon them: Yea, to ſuch a height 
may this Infatuation ariſe, as to carry em head- 
long to Deſtruction, Matth. xii, 14, 15. 
ts | Beſides, 
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Beſides, the Devil, who is the grand Promoter 
of all Strife, and its conſequent Miſeries, by 
God's Departure, obtains a full Power and Influ- 
ence. And what can be expected from him, who 
was a Murderer from the beginning, but that he 
ſhould drive things to the utmoſt Extremity, and 
urge Men on to every evil Work, that his En- 
7 — to our Holineſs and Happineſs, can 
uggelt ; (13 *11 945 
| 80 that by the juſt Judgment of God, expreſly 
denounc'd in his Word, and accompliſh'd by his 
Departure, and the Devil's Agency, Tumults 
and Profaneneſs, and the greateſt Calamities 
muſt follow Strife and Envy. | 
3- This is evident from Experience and former 
Examples. Cain's Envy was never ſatisfied till he 
had murder'd his Brother. Saul s Envy made him 
perſecute David, and with implacable Hatred 
hunt after his Life. Joab's Envy put him upon 
killing Abner and Amaſa. 
So alſo, when a Spirit of Envy and Contention 


has been thoroughly ſtir'd up in Nations, publick 


and dreadful Deſolations have always enſued. 
None that ever read or heard of the Deſtruction 
of the Fews, can be unmindful of the horrid Con- 
fuſions and Impieties that their inteſtine Strifes 
and Diviſions led to. Their Contentions were 
growing indeed for many Years, before they 
roke out into that open Violence, which made 
'em the Executioners of one another. Their 
popular Tumults were frequent and great ; their 
Superſtitious and Eccleſiaſtical Contentions ver 
high ; the two grand Parties of Phariſees and Sad. | 
ducees were violently enrag'd ; and the Impiety of 
both was notorious in rejecting the Offers of 
Grace and Salvation, In all which one might 
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plainly ſee a Preparedneſs for the Ruin that came 


upon them. In the moſt barbarous and impious 
Manner at laſt they devoured one another. Shed- 
ding each others Blood at that very Altar, which 
ſhould have commanded the greateſt Reverence 
toward God, and Charity toward their Brethren. 
They brought Famine and Peſtilence by firing 
each others Proviſions and Stores of Corn : And, 
in ſhort, they ſtuck at nothing that might pro- 
mote their utter Extirpation. 

But to turn our Thoughts to later Times, and 
even to our own Country; What Miſeries and 
Calamities did Envy and Strife bring upon theſe 
Nations, in the breaking out of the Civil Ware, 
and in the unhappy Conſequences of them? 
The carrying Things to an exceſſive and un- 
juſtifiable Height one way, was certainly the 
Reaſon of their being carried to ſuch an Extre- 
mity another. | | 

Thoſe who know any thing of the Manage- 
ments in the Star- Chamber and High Commiſſion- 
Court, will not wonder at the contrary Proceed- 
ings of the Parliament * (I mean while truly and 
properly call'd ſuch) for the removing thoſe 
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* My Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory acknowledges thus much 
concerning the High Commiſſion-Court. ** Of late it cannot be 
« denied, .that by the great Power of ſome Biſbops at Court, it 
«bad much overflow'd its Banks; not only in medling with 
« things that in truth were not properly within their Cogni- 
« zance, but extending their Sentences and Fudgments in mat- 
« ters tryable before them, beyond that degree that was juſti- 
« fable, &c. Vol. 1. Octavo, p. 283, c. And at the 
Beginning of the Hiſtory, p. 5. * Whoever conſiders the Ads 
« of Tower and Injuſt ice of ſome of the Minifters, in the In- 
« tervals of Parliament, will not be much ſcandaliz'd at the 
% Warmth and Vivacity of thoſe Meetings, 


Grievances 


I 4* 


on the XXX" of January, 1742 9 


— * 


Grievances which had occaſion'd univerſal Unea- 
ſineſſes and Complaints. 

Whatever therefore was the Conſequence of 
that lamentable Breach which was made betwixt 
the King and his People, thoſe who were the 
firſt Occaſioners of it, ought, in the firſt place, 
to be look'd upon as Guilty. 

The more I have acquainted my ſelf with the 
Hiſtory of thoſe Times, the more I wonder at 
ſuch Men as are continually aſcribing thoſe 
fatal Diviſions to Religion ; when it is plain, 
that for ſeveral Years, Religion was not con- 
cern'd in the Quarrel. They were Matters of 
State, and of the Civil Government; illegal 
raiſing of Money ; diſcontinuing of Parlia- 
ments for twelve Years together; with ſeveral 
Tryals of Men, and very hard Sentences paſt 
upon them, for things that would by no means 
juſtify ſuch Severity; ſometimes Forces were 
raiſed, and Fleets fitted out to no purpoſe, 
and at other times, as was ſuſpe&ed, to ill 
purpoſe : Theſe, I fay, and ſuch like things, 
were the firſt Occaſions of publick Strife and 
Contention. 

And if Religion, together with theſe things, 
was inſiſted on, it was no more than what 
every one might expect, when the Queen was 
a Papiſt, and Archbiſhop Laud was ſo very 
ſevere upon all that did not come as near the 
Papiſts as himſelf. Tis true, he wric againſt 
a Jeſuit, and he made frequent Applications 
to the King for the ſupprefling of ſuch ; but 
he was thought to have ſo much of the Spi- 
ris of Popery, as it is a Spirit both of Ty- 
ranny and Superſtition, as gave a 4 A- 

arm. 
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larm *. It is certain, a great many good Men 
were Sufferers by the Archbiſhop's Advice and 
Proceedings f. And *tis notorious, that matters 
were fo ordered with reſpect to Church Go- 
vernment and Diſcipline, that moſt Men were 
offended, and exclaim'd againſt the Innova- 
tions ||. His making new Canons for the Church 


1 


_ 


nn 


* Hence it was that Sir Edward Deering declared, in a 
Committee in the Houle of Commons, That a Pope at 
« Rome would do him leſs hurt than a Patriarch might do 
at Lambeth, c. Compl. Hitt, of Engl. Vol. III. p. 98. 

A Motion was alſo then made, That a Committee ſhould 
4 be ſelected and impower d to make Diſcovery of the Numbers 
« of oppreſſed Miniſters under the Biſhops Tyranny for ten 
« Tears laſt paſt (viz. from 1630. t9 1640.) Ibid. 

+ See an Account of Lis Averfion to all that be ſuſpeted of 
Calvin's Sentiments. Lord Clarendon*s Hiſt. Vol, 1. Oct. 
p- 91. Tho' they reverenc'd the Government, and pray'd for 
« the Peace of the Church with as much Zeal and Fervency as 
Again, ** Perſons of Honour and 
« great Quality, of the Court, and of the Country, were every 
Day cited into the High Commiſſion- Court, and were there 
« proſecuted to their Shame and Puniſhment for one Scandal or 
« other laid to their Charge. Ibid. p. 94. 

See the Life of Biſhop Williams. My Lord Clarendon 
fays this of him, He publiſhed a Diſcourſe and Treatiſe againſt 
the Matter and Manner of the Proſecution of that Buſoneſ: : 
1 Book ſo full of good Learning, and that Learning ſo cloſe 
and ſolidly applied (tho' it abounded with too many light Ex- 
prefhions) that it gain'd him Reputation enough to be able to 
do Hurt; and ſbew'd, that in his Retirement, he had ſpent his 
time with his Books very profitably. We may therefore very 
well bew a Regard to the Innovations complain'd of in the 
Exerciſe of Relgion by ſo great and learned a Man. But my 
Lord Clarendon further adds, He was ambitious to have it 
believ'd, that the 2 was his greateſt Enemy; for bis 
having conſtantly oppoſed his riſing to any Government in the 
Church, as a Man, whoſe HOT and HASTY Spirit he had 
long known. Vol. I. p. 97. | c 
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of England, and contriving a new Form of Service 
and Government for the Church of Scotland, was 
what neither one Nation, nor the other was able 
to bear *. Eſpecially, when at the ſame time, 
my Lord Clarendon tells us, There were other Bi- 
ſhops, who with more Paſſion, and leſs Circum- 
ſpection than the Archbiſhop himſelf, proſecuted 
thoſe who oppoſed them F. 

All this while the Papiſts too grew exceedingly z 
Proclamations were publiſh'd, commanding the 
Laws to be put in Execution againſt them ; but 
when they were taken up and committed to Pri- 
15 by one means or other they were ſet at 

iberty again ||. The Maſſacre in Ireland, where 
fifty thouſand of the Engliſ Proteſtants were 
© murder'd before they ſuſpected themſelves to 
** be in any Danger, or could provide for their 
© Defence,” was enough, one would have 
thought, to have juſtified the ſevereſt Proſecu- | 
tions of the Papiſts every where; and yet, after 
this, when ſome of them were condemned, Re- 
prieves were produc'd under the King's own 
Hand **. 

So that now Men begun to think their Lives as 
well as Liberties, and all that was dear to 'em, 
lay. ar ſtake. And, therefore, the Members of 
Parliament reſolved, to the utmoſt, to exert them- 
ſelves. And all thoſe who were thought to have 


= 


„* 


* Ste the Lord Clarendon's Hist. Vol. I. p. 150. 

+ Vol. I. p. 96. 

See Lord Clarendon' Hi. Vol. I. p. 148. The Stony 
of Secretary Winde bank, p. 179. * Here is a famous Paſſage 
in the ſame Hiſtory, Vol. II. p. 456. 
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brought on the publick Calamities, were look'd 
upon as Men not fit to live. Some fled their 
Country, others were executed in it; and the 
whole King dem was divided againſt it ſelf. 

"Thoſe who thought their Miſeries owing to 
the Temper and Proceedings of the Biſhops, 
could not think themſelves ſafe. but by aboliſh- 
ing of Prelacy it ſelf. And it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that matters were carried at laſt to an 
Extreme, by no means to be juſtified. | 

When Armies were raiſed, I ſee no other that 
could reaſonably be expected, but that the Con- 
quering Army ſhould take upon em to govern 
the Nation. And when the Government was 
become entirely Military, no Civil Power could 
withſtand it ; nor were the Miniſters of Religion 
at all regarded. Dreadful Battles had been fought 
Rivers of Blood had been ſhed, and if at laf 
Royal Blood was mingled with the reſt, it ſerves 
as the greater Evidence of this Truth, that where 
Envying and Strife is, there is Confuſion, and every 
evil Vork. | K. 

As for thoſe that were concerned in the 
Death of the King, ſuch Men muſt reſolve to 
ſay any thing, as can lay it, from Year to 
Year, upon the Presbyterians. Tis well known 
the Members of Parliament that were Presbyterians, 
did oppoſe ſuch Proceedings till they were 
excluded the Houſe: And a very faithful Hiſto- 
rian aſſures us, That the Miniſters of that De- 
© nomination, then every where, preach'd and 
c pray'd againſt Diſloyalty: Yea, they drew 
ic up a Writing to the Lord General, declaring 
their Abhorrence of all Violence againſt the 
S Perſon of the King, and urging: 32 
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* his Army to take heed of ſuch an Unlaw- 
* fl AF *. 2 
When after all they could do, they were not 
able to prevent the Miſchief that enſued, © they 
** ſtill oppoſed entring into any Engagements 
ce for the eſtabliſhing a Common-wealth, ( how- 
ever they are now revil'd as Republicans) 
ce and infiſted upon it as trifling and jeſting with 
* Matters of the greateſt Importance ſo to do. 
At the ſame time, thoſe who had before pre- 
cc tended moſt to Loyalty, found out ways to 
ce plead for Non-reſiſtance to their new Goyer- 
ce nours and Impoſers ; as if they had no other 
4 Principle (ſays my Author) but to be of the 
« Side that was uppermoſt. | 
Having fo fair an Occaſion, I beg leave to 
obſerve, that Monarchy is no way W 


„* — 


— — 


* ] wiſh 1 could in this, as in former Paſſages, havg referred 
to my Lord Clatendon's Hiſtory, The Fact was publick 
h to come to his knowledge; tho', by rhe Account given of 
the Presbyteriaps, riß plain, that be was an utter ſtranger 
both to the Men, their Sentiments, and Proceedings. Aud 
withal, there appears ſo prodigious an Averſion to them in the 
Author , and Her ag the Publiſhers of that Hiftory, that it is 
in vain to loo 7 


for one fair or juſt thing that is ſaid concerni 
them. However, ſince we have a publick Vindication print 
in 1648. it is ſufficient that we are able to quote, out of it, fuch 
Words as theſe: Vie hold our ſelves bound in Duty to God, 
« Religion, the King, Parliament, and Kingdom, to profeſs 
*. ne God, Angels, and Men, that we verily believe, that 
1 which is ſa 4 feared to be now in Agitation, the taking 
* away of the Life of the King, in the preſent Way of Tryal, 
« ig not only not agreeable to the Word of God, the Principles 
& of the Proteftant 74 (never yet ſtained with th leat 
* Drop of the Blood of a King) or the Funda uentral Confitu- 
© tien and Government of this Kingdom; but, contrary 10 
« them, as alſo to the Oath of Allegiance, Ge. 
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with Presbytery. Witneſs the Government of Scot- 
land. Nor is there any thing in the Tempers 
and Principles of the Diſſenters now in Eng- 
land, that ſhould give the leaſt reaſon to ſpeak 
of them as Antimonarchical. It hath been the 
Lot of Epiſcopal Men, as one obſerves, more 
frequently to comply with Kings than others 
have done: But this ariſeth not from any pe- 
culiar innate Diſpoſition in the one, or the 
other; but from Cauſes extrinſical and plain 
to every ones Obſervation. 

It muſt therefore, in theſe and other Caſes, 
be lopk'd upon as one very great Evil which 
has ſprung from the Strife and Envy of thoſe 
unhappy Times, that, to this Day, Men are 
bringing Railing and falſe Accuſations againſt 
their Brethren. And, I am afraid, there is Ill- 
will enough cheriſh'd and excited among us 
to throw us again into Confuſion, and to 
bring on freſh Miſchiefs upon us. If Almigh- 
9 od in Mercy prevent it not, I am ſure 
ome Men are taking the Way to make us as 
miſerable as ever. But that may lead me, 


III. To draw ſome Inferences from what has 
been ſaid. my 

1. We may from hence be inform'd, who 
are the moſt dangerous Perſons in a State or King- 
dom: Namely, thoſe who are the Promoters of 
Strife and Envy; to them it is that we muſk 
aſcribe Confuſion, and every evil Work. When 
therefore we ſee Men of furious and inflamed 
Spirits riſe up among us, one would expect 
that All ſhould appear concerned to fuppreſs 
and reſtrain them. There are no Sort of Per- 
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as INCENDIlARIES, Whatever Quarter they 
ariſe from, or whatever Party they pretend to 
eſpouſe: I would look upon ſuch as I would 
upon a Meteor, or blazing Star ; portending 
great Calamities to the Age and Country in 
which they appear, Yea, many times they 
are the Cauſes, at the leaſt the Inſtruments, 
of effect ing the Miſeries they fore-run. 

The different Opinions, Ways, and Cuſtoms 
of Men, which give no Diſturbance till theſe 
Inflamers have heated and ruffled their Tem- 
pers; yet, when Men are once ſour'd and pro- 
vok'd againſt one another, every little Diffe- 
rence becomes a Grievance, and an intolerable 
thing. Hereby Kingdoms, Towns, and Fami- 
lies are divided, and ſometimes deſtroy'd, upon 
thoſe pretended Reaſons, that would never have 
been mentioned, had not this wretched Tem- 
per put Men upon ſeeking for Occaſions of 
Quarrelling with each other. 

From hence tis evident, that ſuch as would 
draw others into Heats and Paſſions, whoſe 
Tongues are as a Fire kindling the Spirits of 
all about them, are much more dreadful- and 
dangerous Perſons than any of thoſe upon 
whom they may fix reproachful Names and 
Characters. Schiſmaticks, Seditious, Factiom, Re- 
bellious, and the like, are Words that do much 
more Miſchief in the Mouths of ſuch, than 
thoſe, to whom they are apply'd, dare once 
imagine. If this Nation is ever truly ſenſible 
of its own Intereſt and Happineſs, ic will be 
thought much more neceflary to curb ſuch 
Spirits and Tempers, than to puniſh Men for 
any private and particular Opinions, | 
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2. We may, from what has been ſaid, in- 
fer, that true Chriſtianity will moſt effectually 
ſecure rhe Safety and Proſperity of Kingdoms, It 
warns Men of the Conſequences of Strife and 
Envy. It ſtrictly forbids all Wrath, and Anger, 
and Malice, and Evil-ſpeaking. And, on the 
contrary, commands Men to be meek and low- 
ly; forbearing one another, and forgiving one 
another. Ir teaches us to look with Tenderneſs 
on the Infirmities of the Weak ; and with Com- 
paſſion even on the Wicked ; doing all we can 
to inform and fave, but nothing to enrage 
and provoke them. Chriſtianity forbids all boaſt- 
ing of our Wiſd-m or Attainments, and deſpi- 
ſing others; as likewiſe all diſcontent with our 
own Condition, and murmuring at others. It 
teaches us to ſuffer a many Injuries, rather 
than offer one. It directs Magiſtrates ro Rule 
ih Righteouſneſs and Mercy; and Subjecis to 
obey, not from Fear only, but for Conſcience 
ſake. It requires the Miniſters of Religion to 
ſpeak the Words of Truth and „ and 
with eekneſs to comvince thoſe that oppoſe rhem- 
ſelves: Their Hearers alſo are required to re- 
ceive the Word of God with Meekneſs and 
Love, and to honour thoſe that Labour amongſt 
'em, very highly, in love, for their Works ſake, It 
teaches all Men to be kindly affectioned one to 
another. And, in ſhort, it enjoyns Love and Cha- 
ruy to ſuch a Degree, and according to ſuch a 
Pattern, that, where it prevails, it muſt needs 
drive away all the Evils ſpoken of ih our 
Text; and, at the ſame time, ſecure all con- 
trary Bleſſings and Advantages. 


3. They 
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3. They act exceedingly amiſs then, who make 
any of the Principles of Religion, or the Times of 
God's Worſhip, ſerwe for mY and Debate, This 
has been too much the Practice of conten- 
tious Men, to fetch in the great Truths of the 
Goſpel only to ſerve their particular Humours 
and Defigns. And publick Preaching, which 
is an Ordinance of God, has thus been curn'd 
to God's Diſhonour, and the Diſcredit of thoſe, 
who would be thought to ſpeak in his Name. 
By whoſe means the moſt awful Doctrines have 
loſt a great deal of their Weight and Senſe : 
And the divine Worſhip has loſt much of that 
Reſpe& and Reverence which otherwiſe it 
would have commanded. 


The zoth of Fanuary Faſts, we have reaſon 
eſpecially to complain of being thus perverted. 
Inſtead of being ſolemnized by a humble re- 
fleting upon, and heartily bewailing the Vices 
and Contentions, which once prov'd ſo deſtru- 
&ive ; ſome Men are doing all they can to re- 
vive our Jealouſies and Uneaſineſſes, cheriſhing 
an implacable Temper againſt a whole Body 
of Men; for an Action, which is as generally 
abhorr'd among us, as among themſelves: And 
our Fathers did more to have prevented it, 
than many of theirs did. Tho' ſome indeed 
of our warmeſt Accuſers are the Children of 
thoſe Men, that were then of the ſame De- 
nomination with our ſelves. | 
The Diſenters have rather choſen to be ſi- 
lent upon the ſtated Returns of theſe Days, 
than to ſay any thing that ſhould renew, or 
widen our Breaches; and keep up thoſe Heart- 
burnings, by which this Nation has ſuffered ſo. 
much. This Behaviour we think moſt ſuitable 
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to the Religion we profeſs; and moſt con- 
ducive to the Healing thoſe Diſorders that 
have been our Shame and Miſery in former 
Times. And, particularly, we think it moſt 
agreeable to the A# of Parliament afterwards 
paſs'd, in which the Faults of both Parties are 
expreſly refer'd to, and ſaid to be put in utter 
Oblivion. Firſt, thoſe are mentioned that 
ated by Virtue or Colour of any Command, Power, 
Authority, Commiſſion, Warrant, or Inſtruction from 
bis late Majeſty CuarLies, &c. Then, on 
the other hand, thoſe are mentioned, who de- 
riy'd Authority of or from both Houſes, or either 
Houſe of PARLIAMEN T, or of or from any 
Convention, or Aſſembly called, or reputed, or taking 
on them the Name of a Parliament=— And then 
declares on both Sides, that they be pardoned, re- 
leas d, indemnify d, diſcharg'd, and put in utter 
Oblivion. 

But do the railing Men among us behave 
themſelves ſuitably to this Direction? What 
ſignifies an Act of Oblivion, if Men do all that 
ever they can to revive former Quarrels ? And 
care not what they ſay whilſt they are load- 
ing, a preſent quiet, and moſt peaceable Set 
of Men, with all, that may fire the Spirits 
of their too much prejudic'd and inflamed 
Hearers. | 

Again, What ſignifies the Word of God it 
ſelf, when fo little regard is ſhown to ſo plain 
a Text, as that in 1/a. 58. 4. Behold ye faſt for 
Strife and Debate, and to ſmite with the Fiſt of 
Wickedneſs ; ye ſhall not faſt as ye do this Day, 
to make your Voice to be heard on high, 


For 


r 7 


| 


1 ttt 


on the XXXIAd. of January, 1744. 23 

For my own part, I cannot but think the 
Envying and Strife, which has of late been 
ſtirred up, muſt lead to ſome dreadful Confu- 
lion and Calamities. 

4. The Text I am upon may inform us, 
what Religious Societies, and alſo what common 
Acquaintance, ſhould be choſen, or avoided by us. 

It is not a want of Uniformity in outward 
Rites and Ceremonies that makes Confuſion 
in Churches ; but the want of Love, and of 
u peaceable, charitable Temper. He that ſows 
Diſcord amongſt Brethren the Lord hates, Prov. vi. 
19. And therefore, where ſuch preſide over 
any Aſſemblies, we have little reaſon to ex- 
pe& a Bleſſing on their Miniſtrations. The 
_— of Chriſtiany, is a Spirit of Love, and 
of a ſound Mind : So that where Anger, and 
a wild Enthuſiaſtical Rage tranſports Men, to 
ſpeak in the ſofteſt Language, we muſt ſay, 
they know not what manner of Spirit they are 
of. For thus our Saviour rebuk'd his Diſciples 
when they would have called for Fire from 
Heaven on the Samaritans that would not re- 
ceive them, Luke ix. 55, Where we ſee moſt 
of Peace and Holineſs, Heb. xii. 14. there, un- 
doubtedly, is moſt of a Goſpel Spiric, and 
moſt of a Reſemblance to that Society, we 

are preparing to fit down with, in the King- 

dom of God. To ſuch therefore ſhould we 

chuſe to joyn our ſelves here on Earth; for 

this we may be aſſured of, that where Envy 

and Strife is, there will be, in Religious as 

_ as Civil Societies, Confuſion, and every evil 
ork, A 
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By this alſo I would be directed in chuſing 
my common Acquaintance, If I fee a Perſon of 
a grudging, envious Temper, uneaſy at the 
Advantages of thoſe about him, and contriving 
to give them Diſturbance, or to leſſen and 
defame them, I would make it my conſtant 
Care to avoid the Converſation of ſuch ; and, 
eſpecially, if I obſerve any thing of Religion 
b in, to ſuppert, or to conſecrats ſo 
vile a Diſpoſition. And as to Strife or Paſſion, 
Solomon has, in very plain Words, adviſed to 
make no Friendſhip with an angry Man: Adding 
further, With a furious Man thou ſhalt not go, 
Prov. xxii. 24, *Tis certainly one way to avoid 
Confuſion, and a great many Miſchiefs, to 
keep Company moſt with thoſe chat we find 
the freeſt from Strife and Envy. | 

5- We may infer the AMiſery of that World 
where theſe Evils continually prevail. It gives one 
2 moſt terrible Notion of Hell, to think of 
the endleſs Reproaches, Contentions, Uproars 
and Confuſions that abound there. When Mens 
Paſſions ſhall be inflamed to the utmoſt, and 
let looſe upon themſelyes, and one another; 
and when they ſhall have nothing to ſaoth, 
amuſe, or divert them, as here they have; 


in adding to them ; Whac Wards can tbly 
deſcribe the Horrors and Anguiſh Mind 
that muſt ariſe from hence? In this World ws 


have ſometimes a bright Scene ſucceeds a dark 


and diſmal one; but chere no Ray of cheer- 


ing Light, no Dawn of Peace and Mercy ſhall 
ever appear. There is nothing but Weeping, 
and wailing, and gnaſping of Teeth, 
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In the laſt Place, How deſirable a State and 
World is that, where none of theſe Evils ever 
come. Where, inftead of Envy and Strife, we 
ſhall be all Love and Goodnel: ; perfectly happy 
in what every one enjoys, and perfectly pleas'd 
with the Happineſs of thoſe about us. Inſtead 
of Confufion, there will be perpetual Order 
and Harmony. And no evil Work ſhall ever 
be known there. The Workers of Iniquity are 


baniſh'd from thoſe bliſsful Regions to Eter- 
mity ; and thoſe, whoſe Garments have once 
been cleanſed in the Blood of the Lamb, fhall 
never more defile them. To conclude, Hea- 
ven is the Region of Light and Love; no Ig- 
norance, or III-will, or any thing that ſhould 
occaſion Uneaſmeſs and Contention, can be 
found there. Our Miſtakes will all be remov'd, 
our Natures heal'd ; our Faculties and our Graces 
improv'd to the utmoſt; and all Sorrow and 
* __ — done uy: There the Wicked 
c troubling 3 there the Weary are at reſt; 
es the — wo „ 
were perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake crown d 
with Glory. All the Evils our Text ſpeaks of 
will chen be as diſtant as Hell is from Heg- 
ven, and ſhall remain eternally ſo. Here there- 
fore let us fix our Expectations and Deſires: 
And then take care that we do not fall ſhort 


of that Felicity for want of any neceſſary 
Preparations, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


6 © H E foregoing Sermon was preach'd with- 
out the leaſt Thought of Printing it. And 
therefore was writ in a Manner that oblig'd me 
wholly to tranſcribe it, when I reſolv'd upon 
thus complying with the Requeſt of my Friends. 
I ſhould be glad, if what is here offered may any 
way contribute to a right Underſtanding the 
Anniverſary of the 30th of January, as to what 
concerns the Proteſtant Diſſenters, And tho' I am 
very 1 of a diſcouraging Unavail- 
ableneſs, in all our Attempts, at preſent; yet, 
I hope, they may not be altogether, nor will 
they always remain ineffectual. However, I am 
perſwaded of this, that it is a much wiſer and 
ſafer Way, fairly and juſtly to ſtate our Caſe and 
Sentiments, than to be ſilent, Falſhoods had 
not ſo generally prevailed, nor the Spirits of 
People been rais'd to ſuch a Pitch of Enmity 
thereby, if ſome Men had not been aſleep, whilſt 
others were {owing Tares. i 
- If the Diſſenters were better underſtood and 
known in the World, 1 am ſatisfied it would fare 
better with them: And I have often thought it 
the Unhappineſs of a great many of them, that, 
whilſt ſome of their Oppoſers can ſay the meaneſt 
and the moſt miſtaken Things, to Advantage, they 
have neglected to ſet Things, which have been 
both true and great, in a Light that ſhould be 
acceptable. Their Integrity indeed is their Glory; 
but it will not be their Security, I am afraid, in 
ſuch an Age as this. 
The 
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The Publiſhers of my Eord Clarendom's Hiſtory, 
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in Two Dedications to the Qu kx EN, have ſaid 


Things black enough, if better Information be 
not given, not only to ſet Her Majeſty implacably 
againſt us, but the whole Legiſlative Authority ; 
which they have thought fit to call upon. I 
have never been able to read that Paſſage without 
pain, when I have thought what might be the 
Effect of it. Whilſt theſe Men moſt falſly aſperſe rhe 
| Sons of the Church of England for being Jacobites, let 
them rather clear themſelves of what they were lately 
charged before your Majeſty, (meaning, I ſuppoſe, 
in a former Dedication of their own, or in ſome 
private Whiſpers ; for there never was any legal 
or publick Charge drawn up againſt any for what 
they alledge) that there are Societies of them which 
celebrate the borrid Thirtieth of January, with an 
execrable Solemnity of ſcandalous «Mirth ; and that 
they have Seminaries, and a ſort of Univerſities, in 
England, maintain'd by great Contributions, where 
the fierceſt Doctrines ag ainſt Monarchical and Epiſcopal 
Government are taught and r gated ; and where 
they bear an implacable Hatred to your Majeſty's Title, 
Name, and Family. F | 
J could think of nothing that could relieve my 
Uneaſineſs under ſo falſe a Charge, but that of 
the Pſalmift, in Pſal. xx. 2, 3. Deliver my Soul, 
O Lord, from lying Lips, and from a deceitful Tongue. 
What ſhall be given unto thee? Or, what ſhall be done 
unto thee thou falſe Tengue ? For a greater Falſhood, 
I think, was never publiſh'd by Tongue or Pen; 
at leaſt, ſo far as I have any Acquaintance with 
that ſort of Univerſities. And there are ſome now, 
very frequently with the Qu x RN, that, if they 
leaſe, can do us Juſtice, from their own know- 

edge, in this particular, 5 
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28 POSTSCRIPT 
.- But to make ſure work ob it, that Dedication 
Das taken a Way, as far as may be, to prevent 
any regard to our Aſſurances and Proteſtations, 
when the Quz = x is thus apply'd to, 7here- is 
no doubt, Madam, but every thing. that is repreſented 
to your Majeſty of this Nature, will find a Party 
— Ar, that will joyn hand in hand to aſſure 
World there is mo ſuch thing; it is a common Cauſe; 
| and it is their Intereſt, if they can, to perſwade Men, 
that it is only the Heat and Warmth of High-Church 
Inventions that ſuggeſt ſuch Fears Fealowſies, 
Namely, the _— the Monarchy, and per- 
ting the Deſtruction of it. En 
717 is no wrong to ſay of ſome, who have 
given themſelves the Name of High-Church; 
that they are Men of the warmeſt and hotteſt 
Inventions in the World: But I am fure Others 
muſt be greatly wrong'd and injur'd, if They 
ſnould once engroſs, all Credit and Right to be be- 
liev'd, to themſelves. There are ſome, I hope, 
among thoſe they vilify, that make as much Con- 
ing Truth, as they do; and 


ſcience of ſpeak 
that neither for the ſake of Intereſt; nora com- 
mon Cauſe, would dare to deny a known Truth, 
or to ſpread a known Falſhood. For my ſelf, I 
would not do it to gain the Regards, or to ſerve 


the Intereſt of any Party in the World. Web 

RR \ 

7 | 7 Þ » WH. R. | ' 

| 1471 

F 1 VX 1 F. Te 3 

/ | 1 75 W Co. ! { 
. ul el 43 . 

31a i 


